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MISSION 

In the spirit of Catholic values, we the students strive to enhance the university experience for all students of St. Jerome’s 

University by providing opportunities for growth and development of the whole person, outside of the classroom and in 

the broader community. 

 

PREAMBLE: 

The Students’ Union is an independent, self-governing student society associated with St. Jerome’s University. 

The Union operates collaboratively, on behalf of its members, with the Administration, and the Faculty and the 

Staff of The University to enhance the overall student experience. The Union serves to represent all St. Jerome's 

registered students who pay Union fees and any other paying members. The Union works to facilitate and 

instill a sense of community within The University, as well as supporting the students of St. Jerome’s through 

scholarships and investments in the community. 

 

Governance  
 
Development of Policy & Procedure: 

The Students’ Union worked hard this term towards developing supporting documents to 
our recently ratified constitution. First we created a Policy on Policy document, followed by 
election policy and procedure. We plan to continue working on the creation of these 
documents throughout the upcoming year.  

  
Elections & Professional Development: 

We ran two bi-elections this term for the newly available positions of Public Relations 
Officer & Merchandise Liaison. Both elections were acclaimed by interested parties. Zach 
Haime assumed the Public Relations Officer position, and simultaneously stepped down 
from the Leadership Liaison position which remained unfilled as per the Union’s request. 
Jessika Prokes, a first year math student, joined our team as Merchandise Liaison.  
The team is as follows: 

 
Paula Colaso, President (Honours Arts & Business, Year 2). 
Justine Fram, Vice President & Administrative Officer (Honours Arts, Year 3). 
Sarah Fraser, Chief Financial Officer. (Honours Computer Science, Year 2). 
Anne Marie Hayman, Human Resource Officer (Honours Arts & Business, Year 2). 
Zach Haime, Public Relations Officer (Honours Arts, Year 1).  
Jessika Prokes, Merchandise Liaison (Honours Math, Year 1). 
Kodi Page, Committee Liaison (Honours Arts, Year 1).  
Shannon Henderson, FEDs Liaison (Honours Math, Year 1). 

 



Internal and External Executive elections were held the week of March 2nd – March 8th 
2014. All positions were acclaimed, and did not go to election. Memos were sent to all 
students, faculty and staff. The new team is as follows:  
 

Paula Colaso, President (Honours Arts & Business, Year 3). 
Jenna Stoddart, Vice President & Administrative Officer (Honours Arts & Business, Year 2). 
Sarah Fraser, Chief Financial Officer. (Honours Computer Science, Year 3). 
Victoria Boland, Human Resource Officer (Honours Arts & Business, Year 2). 
Zach Haime, Public Relations Officer (Honours Arts, Year 2).  

 
Two professional development workshops were held this term for members. The first 
included workshops on Policy Development, Team Building and Personality Dimensions. 
The second was a joint day of reflection and preparation for the incoming Executive team.  
 
Establishing a Student Presence: 

This past term our presence within and outside of the community continued to grow. 
Including our roles established on committees in the Fall 2013 term, the Students’ Union 
was involved with consultations for the Math Consolidation Agreement, included in the 
discussions for the upcoming Campus Renewal, and asked by the Federation of Students to 
sit on the Student Life Endowment Fund selection committee. We are thrilled with this 
continued engagement with the community, and continue to seek further opportunity. 
Complimentary to that, we are pleased that the campaigning Federation of Students 
Executive teams all approached our body for support and consultation on our vision for 
next year, and furthermore the team elected values our chosen government model, and 
seeks to make improvements to theirs based on our success.  
 
Volunteer Positions: 

The Human Resources Officer and the President worked jointly to create new roles for 
students to get involved with the Union. Three volunteer positions were created and we 
received an overwhelming response. After an interview process, the Union hired four 
Graphic Designers, three Event Planners, and two Journalists. All nine Volunteers sought 
out the job to gain more professional development in their desired field.   
 
Annual General Meeting: 

Our AGM was held on Monday March 31st 2014. All executives and committee chairs made 
presentations and financial documents were available for viewing. Although there was low 
attendance, we saw this as a great learning opportunity for the members of our team to get 
practice in. 
 
 

Key Partnerships & Mission 
 
Federation of Students 

The Students’ Union is proud to have been represented well this term on the Federation of 
Students. Our FEDs Liaison took part on the President’s Advisory Committee, members of 
our team attended the Federation of Students General Meeting and as stated early, all 
executive campaigning teams approached our team for support and to discuss our vision 
for next year.  



 
The Federation of Students also proposed a Memorandum of Understanding with our team 
regarding the election of our council member. After thorough consideration, the Union 
rejected this MOU and looks to re-evaluate with the new team.  
 
Our Members 

Continuing to build a relationship with our own members this term, the Students’ Union 
took on two new initiatives. The first, a strong media outreach. The Public Relations Officer 
worked hard to develop a media calendar for posting on our Facebook page. Merchandise 
Mondays were a big hit, and even included pictures from a Swagshop photo shoot. 
Academic Wednesdays included posts about the community, academic affairs, and student 
leader opportunities. Lastly, Fun Fridays consisted of unique facts or comedic pieces. The 
second initiative the Union took on was a partnership with the Office of Student Experience 
to host House Dinners. House Dinners took place on the first Tuesday of every month and 
include a guest speaker. The Hose Dinners this term were: 

• Brooke Balazic, January House Dinner (Partnered with the Frost Leaders) 
o Discussing Experiential Learning 

• Christina Marchand, February House Dinner (Partnered with Relay for Life) 
o Sharing her Cancer Survivor story 

• Sue Brubacher, March House Dinner (Partnered with the OSE) 
o Discussing Pivotal Moments 

These dinners were very successful, and were in line with the Students’ Union mission, by 
fostering community and bringing students, staff & faculty together. 

 
Our Community 

This term, we continued our Journalist campaign with an article from Dr. Toni Serafini on 
her journey at St. Jerome’s and the ways in which she brings her research into the 
classroom. We plan to continue interviewing members of the community throughout the 
upcoming year, and hope to expand further.  
 
 

Financial  
 

Merchandise Operations 

At the beginning of this term the Merchandise Team chose to not make any new 
investments for the store, but rather to put in place a strategic marketing campaign. The 
Swagshop had a photo shoot, an advertisement included in the upcoming Update Magazine, 
and Merchandise Monday posts on to our Facebook page. Over the Spring Term the team 
will be developing a strategic marketing plan for the store and developing cash business 
day procedures so that we may sell on campus on mutually agreeable days.  
The store has been operational since September 1st 2013 and to date has had over $2500 in 
sales.  
 
Current Financial Position 

As the fiscal year comes to an end, the Union’s spending has stayed on track with 
budgeting. Currently, the Union is under budget for the term and expects to continue to 
stay under budget after managing all Gala expenses. In total, the Union has seen man 
savings and hops to continue this trend in the upcoming year.  



 
The Union has received all necessary financial documentation from the University and 
believes that the movement of financial accounts from TD Banking to the University have 
been strong choices and benefit the mission of the Union.  
 
 

Sponsorship: 
 
Investments in our Members: 

The Vice-President and Administrative Officer worked hard to develop the three Students’ 
Union Distinguished Leader Awards that were awarded at the Gala. Three students 
received awards of $500 each after submitting a self-application for the award. The 
application included a required ten signatures of support, and a short reflective essay 
answering the question: How has your experience at St. Jerome’s University developed you as 

a leader? We believe that the development of this award is perfectly in line with our 
mission, and we look to establish the final award for International Initiatives next year.  
The recipients of the award were: 
 Natalie Dewan, 4th year 
 Jennifer Addesso, 2nd year  
 Celia Mackenzie, 2nd year  
 
Investments in the Community: 

The First Annual Green & Gold Gala on March 28th 2014 was a magnificent success. Over 
200 students, faculty, staff, board members and alumni attended the event held off site at 
St. George Banquet Hall. The night was designed to celebrate the successes of the entire 
community over the past year. A Prezi was displayed throughout the night highlighting 
those successes, the new crest was available for students to see, student leaders were 
recognized, and the Todd Earl Spirit Award, D.R. Letson Community Service Award and 
Students’ Union Distinguished Leader Award were given out. Overall the feedback from the 
event was outstanding, and we look forward to hosting the event again for years to come.  

 

 

Short Term Strategic Priorities  
 
As the term comes to a conclusion, the Human Resource Officer is developing turnover 
packages to give to the incoming members for next year. As well, the President is working 
to develop a professional development weekend for the Executive-elect to partake in this 
spring.  
 
 

Thank you for your continued support, 
 
 

Paula Colaso  

President, Students’ Union 
St. Jerome’s University  

 


